
 
 
 

    GUIDANCE  ON  THE  CARE  OF  YOUR  CLOCKS 
 
 
A clock is a working mechanical apparatus. It will perform as well as its design will allow if looked after 
correctly.  Poor maintenance will result in unnecessary repairs and in extreme cases the devaluation of 
a valuable clock. Regular servicing will assist in maintaining your clock in the best condition. 
 
 
                                                    WHAT  DAMAGES  CLOCKS ? 
 
Environment ;-   Ensure that the clock is kept away from extremes of humidity and temperature, and 
as dust free as possible. Make sure any fixings and supports are secure. 
 
Winding;-    Use the correct key and don't wind weights up out of sight so they hit the seat-board. If 
maintaining power is fitted, know how to use it. If pull wind on a chain, or rope, support the weight as it 
is pulled up. Spring clocks should be allowed to run down if the clock is not to be kept going. Don't 
over-tighten springs and ensure that springs are wound in the correct direction. 
 
Regulation and Time Setting;-    Move hands forward only. Handle blue steel hands as little as 
possible since human hands contain harmful acids.  Pendulum regulators may have a Fast / Slow lever 
in the dial arch, or more usually a nut at the base of the bob. If the latter, turn clockwise to shorten the 
pendulum rod to make the clock go faster and the reverse to go slower. Balance wheel escapements 
will usually have an Advance / Retard lever on top of the balance wheel, TAKE CARE, balance wheel 
regulators are easily damaged. Some French clocks have a square poking through a small hole in the 
dial, adjusted by the narrow end of a double ended key. Make sure the key fits correctly, or use a 
watch key. In ALL cases only make small adjustments and assess the results before continuing. 
 
Transport;-    Remove pendulum, if present, or lock the rod, if such a devise is fitted. Remove 
movements from long case clocks, (commonly called "Grandfather"), and stick tape over the crutch to 
prevent damage to the escapement. Gut lines should be tied to prevent them becoming entangled.  
 
Setting Up;-   Always make sure cases are securely fitted and stable. Long case clocks are best 
screwed to the wall. The pendulum must give an even tick otherwise the clock will stop. 
 
Repairs and Servicing;-   NEVER trust clocks to inexperienced personnel. Clock movements 
should be checked every 5-10 years., but every 3 years for clocks with balance wheel regulators. DO 
NOT EXCESSIVELY  OIL, OR USE INCORRECT OIL otherwise this will increase wear leading to 
future expensive restoration. Each clock is individual and if correctly serviced will need the minimum of 
attention. EDMUND CZAJKOWSKI & SON Ltd, can advise you on what can safely be done at home 
on your clock and what servicing, if any, your clock requires..   
 
Causes of Stopping;-   Clocks normally stop because excessive wear increases friction or disrupts 
the impulse to the regulator. Pendulum clocks need to be balanced, so they tick evenly, and to be fixed 
securely in order to work  correctly.  
 
EDMUND CZAJKOWSKI & SON Ltd will be pleased to advice you, should you require further 
information on your clocks and their maintenance,    
 
                               EDMUND CZAJKOWSKI  &  SON Ltd.      
                                                      Cabinet  Maker,  Furniture Designer  
                              Conservators  and  Restorers of  Antique  furniture, Clocks  and  Barometers  
                     96 TOR O' MOOR ROAD,  WOODHALL SPA, LINCS. LN10 6SB 
                                   Tel./Fax: WOODHALL SPA (01526) 352895   
                                                     E-mail  michael.czajkowski@tiscali.co.uk 
                              For more information see our web site www.czajkowski-furniture.co.uk 
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